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32 H TOTTEeE Ui

F1 T3 T GO AP AT | Ik fon Riw TS i am 21 9 wige
e SHeld FY AN ST H HFI-G20F a4 T Fd §Q 98 RN Gl ad
BIHRA F FEN H TN I 1T TER g H AR F 5w, O,
(STTEIT), BT (), 2N, T, o1, ien R F-feer I IO 1 IgH Fd g I
o el &1 it ST 1 R & qe AR FER a9 W 5 IO & ST &g
Fie TR H ST T % FROT IH THIS HT TG OF STl (Tme) Fal T el
Iedde H 26 91d 1 W IgE 2 (6 e I A4 (889) @ dagitedl (S991g)
e HRL, G & ATIRATAR T& TGN A G H TN FCh ¥ ZeT 1 78 & |
7l T T ok T R o ST 51T R s A1 st i o3 d San ¢

fee Jui-oTae % AN TR0 F G Fl RIS |refwan e a1 o=
€Y § I Foied-Feaey § o 3di 21 stgdeg § S S R & e 3w
¥ TRl TS AT TR 0 T UG EldT &1° 3EH ST Rl TaE e S,
TR a1 TS A ST a9l I, T607, T, TSR a1 G99 317 3o Frrwa
feraioieti @ ek s T 21° 98 S au SEh Rl & SRy ded § reee-
Ok /SRR TS ) AR W TGl Sdid 2l 81 T8 S & feRiware %
Tl IR F] F AN AT T | - AT, A, o 9 a9 Sl wERT:
e, 22 fiem, Hiow IRem & JomE Sited & 9di® &1 JeWe F1 Thad % U
A ferivaeti &t fo2i @reihd T IUEINTGT 81 S SR STE &% &9 | S &l

o e D

IS TRl T2l 31 TR & GHI STEXUNg adi H1 Wi faRiY e 21 36

¢ T SR YA feaad | |EdE, o4’
X RS QU S T, )
* ST T T SR e e
AT T Srgan @z wWigan
T TR ST Tet e AT AR .. | R, 2R/4/ 2
! o YeaT™ SRIunshata: | 96, 2R /4/%
" i freafa Jadad gges: 98, w/ee/¢
* ieuieET STETon &l ArEfed TREAT A 91 g &L 4/ 2¢ /R
© A, 22 /u/ 2Rk
¢ A AR 98, 22 /4/ 2%
YT Gogaeul: G STA: 99 | 42, 22 /4/ 2%
SRR SR SESTT S SiRedad a8, 0 /w8
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Sefrar qea Sa-aRe

Wi 9% & % o 9w gafom B 6 9 Rl ® G e W oW & fou 99 % qHE &
ARG Tl FSNAT @ TS HET & AT FTZIARATAN I o€ 2o i 219 g
Wmmmalﬁm%m%%mmmmmwﬁwm
WWQ@WHNWWHW%WWH% FXA1 2| A=A I G Fa
1 W 98 & % a8 Rredl 1 A & GHE 2ied <1 & AR Il aivash &\ | I
FA1 2| 98 ATl & 91 i 8 T S AR & THH @R UG- 1 &1
AT A 3 B A B o HisH, SIS AT %l TR SHawl 0 % R 98
a9 i 3| 30 TR &4 i 3ot FAHEl 6 GOSN B Akl fwaTg Hl g A=
I GEEIE! i S0l | SR & Sl 2 |

STET0T % T el | Il AT ST HOT RN &9 & qRTord e e 2| 9
el s TEpla #1 LR F1 IH IR 2| T@ G § a1 & Fa1 99T
Tl o fergfasnar < i o sefm & 2o & SEdi 2, 3 9 @wul aE-siae
1 SHERE YET GV G SN SRR F AN Al & I Si-siad il
T G SPTH FH FA F 5 IR FH B, T an geig #8 seaerfed ‘s’
1 &Y S JOT-T GO-Ti5 il +aw-=0aee & I q°l STERT Jerds o
A &1 56 TR Ag-EERld # i S SR §ed Sihfean ae &9 gewe H
fRerd Tl 1 I 1Y I B AHE GEure i STk SHTERO1 Rl SR & F A &
IR 26 FHR T g TG FAT % el (FIs1e H1 Fded FXdl gl Sl
el feidEuT T SR ST S ST 8| T6 THR SHHN THY T FR gied a
G 9 © X @R T IR HaER F1 99 T2 L 1 O Sl &, i
IR STia afceh Remei % IFhe oW Hl AR F & U aa g1

39 Gl @ T8 & o 3w qui-cqaeen § SR i RN STEIuiy T o o A
TE W T, I T SR % & § SHh foRiv gewedl &9 T HRoT o1 ga o

& - FU1-eHae § 9 T Gt 1 81 d9a) § 56 (o5 &, & oiR Tl

e Z1ea) 1 SANT g3 21 TS % &9 H TR &l Woar, ST HT G0, g6 |

© e o S| g, 2o/ 238/
¥ A G| 9, ¢ /R4 /¢
* AT o ST AR | 98, ¢/ &9/ ¢
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331 H oG Tul-ae

fooTa T8 HTAT?, -2k & TEIANT & (BT Fd-TTS", T G H g, H 23 1 @
FEAT ST @ Fiedl % AW A G & oW & ag) § RS wweaan & 8 2
e wfat < gl s % fo5w v g H1 Feqe %1 Y| 56 foou Tk T i Ry
eI Sl EiT o1 Sfeeh Sadiei § U STIERl TS S90S g5 [l 91 &, S Sl
% &9 H Gl I I 3Tk &1 Slid ST 911¥ TP F TEF TG &d ITea) el
F1 fale FTA 53N 98 99d & THM S I AT &1 STl &1 NG Tl &
3T & &9 H 3¢ H -6 F1 IGW M1 &, S T Hi L9 % Ie29 d (53
T eI & fosu gt & | ¢

7af 92 Igra TERTE ENT % 38 TP F Ieiid * 5 A0 I &l i aeedt
TRAET % I TEINT &l ATEEd W & 31 2| 38 dl IR) @il & qefead geure &
£l UT 1 Geqfosd oo @nTd 8, {3t I oI TS & &9 § 9 & g
ferarmion & fosu shman: STRToT ST &1 RIS &9 | ITReEl 2| afeu Ug i e
figfe % o st ST a2 S Teal % Hufead JeanT W RN 9o fear = g1
E@Waﬁiaﬁlﬁaﬁawﬁddl%tqwﬁwt:ht&@aui&q#m-—qdl%%ﬁ?ﬁﬁfﬁ
| TES JEEld (FHIE) B ol g6 &5 (TAE)°, T A B, At 760 g3 & goih
&, A 760 9| 36 SRR SRR ST &R il Uk g6 o U &, il 1 g
SHNUT & I Sl % Grfead TETTe | £ TP 1 Il ToTd &1 Tl &

3 - Svd § 92T U1 § TR TR e il g8 o 939 ® e e %
FE (ST € I FT IHE BT £ | T AT T8 & ST & f% (16 TR ST I
1 GO 8, 99 & 979 GR UL I 319 H Gl 21 a99E | 939 H 7ed,

C O IR SNASTAeTe HERE S, R TET: | 9 R /RR
¥ gqEdT SR EETRE: | FEAE, ¢ /Ru/ ¢
U F g WY ST 3 A | 98, 20/ 248 /%
ﬂﬁﬁm«ﬂqqal%mq |%{ﬁ<{, 29/3
* ZaT A =AYl qad ST |
Teg, 398 YARIDE TPH URA || SH9ag, 20 /293 /R
B A LYAT
T &1 9 &7 =, T W 9 | d St qUd Ui, I 91 a1 91, R0 /34
¢ 37 3 TN T TSRS, &5 | STgaag, 14/ 20 /4
¢ I A1 3 IREEHEEIGE: 5] FE, 24/ 20 /9
© o 91 3 YR JEidaNEs: || &, 24/ 20/
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(TT) F T ARSIl ST 9T & | IHHT W I8 & 6 329 % 70k a1 STERT @R
A & YOI-GI901 H g1 ST 21 Stgead | g i aTE & &9 H T6gd Fd &
79 1 A FE AT S I E | g6 FU TE § g W w1 I E S ges o
TeEIaI & o419 | foide Wl 91 &, 98 IR STENT HdT & AN FHG-fIhd G O
THEE FATE 1

TH TN 939 1 G AR G 2 A 3T Rl % Hag@r qqur i) Sfaor, s
HORN: Y I o % A €, § Sl AR § @giy teen wrl el # 9
MR TR B 1 ¥ SA(ST 37 Tl & ST Tehel TR U &1l & {5 979 Wt U &l Il
% fosu ==t 1 S T § SATIR FXAT 8 AN TS % GERiioT e & foe e
AHRF GENE § I g TNl SR T 21 ZHiioT a9de % Tk 7=l 8§
IR % I A Y e R

R - TV H I FI [0 T6F FI I A I 2 | TR ATHE TE 2 % @ T-
AR 8, ST AT FON IRIA T4 T §R TS i I Hl T8 IHR T
A 2| 57 TR R fhae €1 g8-98 i A &1, W F fom omardE g, 3 99 &
O § o= @ i F S WS &, e Al qufa st 1 Ad ® Q1 we @
Aol fohrE R 2 &1 @l 39 fou U-REIgER AR a9 & g ail |
aftaicsd w3k 98 I QAT § et (Jeurell) wd fF &9 i FHmen Far 81 ¢ ag) |
el % for, fiteq, ST SN STETe FT FieAed H a1 T E | 54 FET & "
| e TuT H qeuIed WER (J28), FAR (Rred), 9a (Arf) g 2 9o 9 &
TrEled 2| g8 Terdl (Tsa drohl) | ¥t €= foan 9/ B, U e | e Sg|
firescn B1° 2T &1 ¥ 92 T2 AT SAERR 7 7191 B 1 SR rerdae § dusHi (FeeEE)

e 37T TG9e, 30/4

TR TS |G| STgEdg, 3/ 24/

q el - T Fecdl TR | T, 3/24/R

A 1 TG T9 T 9ot

- 4 T IRAG TN FE, 3/ 24/%

& A9 ... & TRAY LY | TGS, 2¢/%e

g T RN HER S A | g

Y AT Ui Gl TH0G G || Tgdde, 3/4/§, 9
T AT - FEE TG A | A, & /R
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33 # JENTHS dui-Hee

%1 TR I HEA HI IR 21 g daEl | 3 o |itaied €1 o 9 9ET & a9
€Y | HEaqul v 2, I et o v 1 Hew 3 fa A

79 Gl 4 U & % 99 # {79 qui-mawen | " T g8 8, 98 oW W
TR STl SR SIS FT GHEE T, A eI J01-TGe Hl G5
2| forre quw & fafera ol @ Soa smem eitE, 939 o [, A ART 9u fe-3TeH
U1 FHIGEAR T 6 % G o Y GHIS-EEI0 H ITHI-310 iR F ot wd
% N 20 TR Ik AERE T6WY @ JREIEH STHdl SeNqeE S GATSt S
TG T G &Il 21 36 THR Jaih 901 el Gy U9 dideTioss e Hi
OISR &= 1 ST &t B

<. a1 e
T, STl HS,
SIS

© g R | 58 TRl GHEE, IFUEdE, 3/38/%
R T (e o g e | e, 3/ ¢
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SERE fn
S-S R0 8¢ ISSN-RR30-¢R5R
) ST ASTET 5 ST | HLes R & T TSRl 61 AFTee
freTe fa. ST
HeS YIS : I, Feg A A=A
b 4, TRA-PIFT &1 ST gl fam # ufim oqg adig 91 &1 &
I GiEplc TeE 1 T8 9da Afe, T SN HYEYR SRS el &
T % (o TEeesl | e W 8| H6pd Tl H 98 TR AN, “HE
3 FR-FT “N T & &9 H Ifgiad 21 =R 921 TSl 5N 20Ed O qifsd
AR I EH, > BEH AW 8 TAd §| I TER H, “INe” g Fl
A “3¢7 (AIRTS) W “Fq F=qnggzr” & W A Sl 81 ARFS-
ARES T TR IA 27T FHl Il A & S 2|
HERTRG & SRS % F=iid “Fl:” H I die IR qIUST F AT %
FHEI @ el 8, 260 e Wt Ifwmid o1 | 919}, SEIue?, Heed’ au

© iRt T T HEH JET: |
JelcTHI ARSI foehedT A || FerRad, e (6).10.57. Pillai, K. R. 1977.
Mushakavamsa of Poet Atula. Oriental Research Institute and Manuscripts
Library, University of Kerala. Trivandrum.
IR qu AISHEEY | SNSERT R S R T, 47.51
FISET, i FHN R | HUSS TYge fepIdigaad: || 91, 47.52
ST ST GRRTUTTAEETTER: 1155 1
QU FNSTHT TS FeAnadd = | S GRS 90T a9eSTas: 156 |
NS AR HAAT Gaan: | R SR s aRara«n i 57 |
Yfesea] fAramicha a1 SUSHEEE | TIRH HifcshIa STRHeH WITEd: 158 1
FIGUN: FecISTHT: FioseSGRATRET: | SR J 2N STqUEdTsEad Il 59 1
HAET: Ffesael FNT: Frchoh: TE | Tcbanal FTe] EHHRTEATIHEEE 1 60 |
AT FIAG AT T e FE: | AR T T F AqwaTw: 1611
HEH=a1: GHIRT: HE ARG | FHiaqiad Gueie A-aEaeds 162

T A2 10T Fermeaaiie: | (SrRIUS YT, STgSich- eI, ARSI, WRaeuH,
1641 3TAM)

! HoEYul 114.5-7
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HAERUSH

hat3

g QU § e T A g REn # augadi, SRl § e e

YIS SIS % &9 H aoTd far 7191 831 g4 9001 @i d 98 w9 i & 6 a
2500 98 FI1 A & FXs il Hiviiicsh, AiGHich AN e TG 1 & Gerarerd

[aNla\s ~

i | FAAIA A T Hieed H ¥ WU FHHd &5 % &4 H 369 98° T4 3
FIFE@ |

2

ST S SRURraTiere: 1451

qUETTE FHET NAT: FARAAT || g FREHILT FART ATFTEET: 1146 1
IIREEE SRR AR 3 | 5w [ramIeiian 3 qUeseas 1147 |

QIR TSR STEHHN WTEHT: | A1 Feaosl A AREST TgRIH: 1148 |
FRIUTTCATETH! <2 SAURwied e §| AU QU 54, qUes, 34, e, Fecd, e, I,
FAR, TETEE, FETg, A, Hiowl, eI, 3R, omn®, WimEed, Ay, $as, 3],
TERE A &

The Markandeya Purana Translated With Notes. by F. Eden Pargiter, Page No
331, this generally means South India below the Vindhya Range, and a line from
Amara-kantaka to the north of Orissa. This is; no doubt, a mistake for Keralas,
which the Vayu (xIv. 124) and Matsya (cxiii. 46) Puranas read ; and the Bhishma-
P. list twice (ix. 352 and 365; though the first mention is probably a, mistake).
They were a forest tribe (Sabha-P., xxx. 1174-5) and are placed on the west side
by the Raghu Vamsa (iv. 53-54). They are said to be descended from an
eponymous king Kerala, and to be closely allied to the Pandyas, Colas, &o. in the
Hari Variisa (xxxii. 1836). They appear to have- occupied the whole of the west
coast from Calicut to Cape Comorin.

"alU@INAM  GNIBHAENOMM Mo &M {Od&DIB] QO ()0 60D

o) &selld ANY)e®0, BY (ICBWo CHOBAIW] @30&]&@20
Q_QJGD(Q)rz n.g)(m 6 (Oﬂn_()élo alO®WYM). Mah M(b(}]@m MJo
eromilensallmo enswER8s v 6} I6Bulo @AIWIg.
MoMI@1HEMAUBOS MISIW] RGO |S)M,." Translation
(English): “Legend says that Parashurama threw his axe from Gokarna to
Kanyakumari into the sea, and the land that emerged became Kerala. This region,
situated between the Sahya Mountains and the Arabian Sea, is known as the land
of the Malayalam-speaking people.” STH- A=l % STFHR, TEH A TRt &
FAFHN T AT FeaTs! T § G o, o1 I8 S YT S, 98 IS a9 B | |am
TEAHIST 3N IE AR % a4 R T2 & AaieH T Sl # i % &9 8 S S 217
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ReRE fufiat

MmE & RoRE ¥ TS’ & IgW, T S AONue
(pepperport), AR 9gUM (Tamil: Muchiri pattanam) HfRE & (Eb:l'g'@
THY) F IR TRl oW, q9 W/ Rl & 95 & Gehd-dbs Ried 98
THIUIG R € 6 Fe 3@ dfew T, depd ReT o STRisE AR
TR Feg, AT| 6 TR e R e Tl T I foheq] o113t ot O
el 85 B

FHIRA RS (T6a-Y, TEaR) Afesh Il S g9l IRard
e w1 IgE Fd &1 TR R (aeg-m, PrR) uitis e, fmm
F % Al ASIER & [9RIY FH FH SHE A1 &1 J Fvdg H==R & o9 [&hme
BT i SHW Ak FAL % LA T Fl T TEd Fld & | R IRAR
% SR 1 Riomed (feasyy) afew fagmi i A same &1 g=hia #ar 2|
I /IZ F IGE A s RISTHE 931- 14T 2AdTea] & HSEUE H f=R1Y &9 &
RO R R T SRR & {5 s e eSS Fd ¥, S U Hee g
S TR IUHH A1 AAFSH TGN Hival R (1438 §.) Afea femon
I e B 1 IRTSRET Ll B, S Al TP il R 1 gz 2%
AHTE SR TR FedieH Reed

BTG AHTH (ST 832 3.) TEd1 HAIIGH RIS J=1 STl 8, T6H =X
T, ek TRl @ S TRIRTE Tsteiiias GCaaIet F Te Fd1 2| foeag
AR, T STE ST TR0 R W fIavuT e Fd €| HHIG! aF TE (974

3) FIGH T9 STTHR FSRAT EH! F Thid Fd §Y ek 09U & Sied &

AN

Periplus of the Erythraean Sea ¥ J4f3 a1 & TEaiF H 3T 40Tl H Hodl SGH
2|

¥ Veluthat, K. 2013. Brahman Settlements in Kerala- Historical Studies. Cosmo
Books: Thrissur. Rao, T. A. G. 1920. Travancore Archaeological Series.
Government Press. Trivandrum. Nair, K. M. 1972. Epigraphia Malabarica. Kerala
Historical Society: Thiruvananthapuram.
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g RioeE R TR RioTew # FoRrR &1e § Twfd s qwast &

= e

A A B
HTE5 ST AHGBAITE FPINT — ISF HEH( T gl &

T AR H H¥b AR AHesATg i S1-31051 TG i aoiid FiHe-aiHes-
~R-GE(ed-TIEFIc & % &9 §, IfH Gepid F1 ITgd & % &9 § 3@ STl o)
dfeT T IR 959 I § I8 & “dies®d, (Tamilakam)” Famar o, foad
TAT ATBATE o TN F¥eh HT AR I F STl T ST 21| T TR
g, & 1 Rud I WIRT T Qe & ifues A, Sfes s o deghc
¥ T o1 GEH T H aiia =, 9 A gy d21 36 G 8 & 6
) foroa: =X I H A X SN A qg OF Al g A, 3R I
qMres WTSI-TEhla 1 et AT I 81 TR F1S § o5 | T4 dfties il
TR 91| 3R] TR G&hd W (8 ASdIaH & &9 § 9T f6fd & (@nmT
910 Zrar=al 2.) | A fAM FT SEd Ui TSN | AT ST & TR Tg
URSTE dfTes- STl S TR % U i S 81 I8 fofy afties W &
EIHE W& & ey [Rd g8 o AFU-STNEIS | &9 &9 @ yfad
W He S dlfes &7 & % TRRTE e U6 ads dties-eg d5ed
fosfy & atfya fresd €, 1IN TR Tt 361 {5l & STTIR W Ao T6H, 5@ T
1 T 3T | S0 O it & 3 Hifefea® SN ST ECaHT ST e o
I 2 @ W 29-397 Wi, A TOOR, SRR Saee A 3 Rien =i
TN § fereRfd g2
T €l € 1891 TTea] dF e & AT

11 Tratea] @ 189 TrTea! T b H IV WeTis &9 d Tl Fod Tt
3TN WA QU & o, IR H Fighic A IR0 H FEAn o /=T S @Il S1-
FRIER FS H HIgHa, (AUTEH, GHRE THE = o; a1g H By, Jure/
FIGH, F(GHIC, Fiwhle, FH N AdzE"/ fTeaaagd. JFH TR W
STl TREdl & aes]g 38 B TRERE Joi-gRm @i a=: Rex &
ST s @ & T o5 Y97, 3 T AT STeHT i, T T O GES
T RS @ Bl F& % U AER A dE g H ARAE SR i
SMIRARTH A T 56 TLE0T, Geia I AR il Tshid I & &9 H SR
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agfera Aoty 2a-atE

Tl 3 T WSRTG SIed 3 TR SIS & OH-sTaeT, S Hedl, it
TRl QT RN ORI & e Jgraid S-S 9 &) IRd 81 e
& X ST q g TG FEH & AT H Afeadl, 3Nl T e &g &
AT | 3¢ 3TN JSTE] H THTH-TAT (Gl &lal @I\ 39 el # 9 Fd
YIS Hl TOE STifad T, Fich dSTFT H1 AR Teqg W1 HOET AT &1 3699

N

dfew T F JAFANGA, IiTR AR JTRIRE &Y I8 gN| e, areo
AAfFSTEl ST Afeay @l | T8 I8 &1 & 6 F¥es % G 9 I Toraa
Fegl B g, I I GEINTd dXET Y R Afeey aRET SteE S
feiehe i o Ruemon s forgTeil % orere, W@h%ﬁmm%wm
4| T&f JerEae & QY- o IR T Rl 9 g a5, GERR IR
TR BT i Tl e o &, R ferenRial it Sgifers S & @ AR
TIFRT&TOT STH &l o1
9E T AT : I B AR

g WA -9 % 99 S G Siid A STd &1 9e) & Hreas | ¥,
ﬁwwﬁﬁmm%w%%&%nﬁamﬁ
431 1 TgieN, feic M SreIfe [T I 8, 1eTd 9 SRitRE ¥, RN 7@ 8,
orE-ffifa 9 € 2mad 1 & §id @ 1 AR 95— Fde, d9de, Jdg IR
IR Tehld & difek, Imenfcd® IR ame fea @ fowm &
IR B 30 d Fvdg § fafera g emaiia sk, a9de | fafed = a=n
?EﬂaT'a%HEIE,Wﬂmwmmaﬂwmﬂlkéﬂﬁldwm%iﬂa&
F RN & TR ueaq % HI-IUNN, 3TNM, R T IJeed-Siad & /@9 3T
fererdi % wei 1 ai9 = g R T B 9G] % SrHae B aRed IR g
T &q BT da1g FE g T qEE § faiid ¥ 99T 991 & 90t g &g
e 3 &, fes A 4 3990 & IUR, o, TENT I FERT FIS
gfeifora foren st 21

TG FS B8 &— FReN, AT, T, ok, AN IR Ficq| Ren 991 |
Il o IENOT, T 3T Al g S0 STan & ST Afdsh ST &l a0,
T T 2Me3-Ta1 1 T8 FXd1 &; Bead H dich il o &R qRATT, T2 fergeli
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F AT &l 8, ek gl F fE= H, g @y I 8 iy
FITOHT, Tl e oTR 95-994 & (IR0 | Seae 8; 9o ®ed s a5, a9
et I ergerl %t i 1 afaare a1

e § R W At IR #, Afegdl F qa § I e e wenfa fee
T 3 9 % G &9 | faw IRani- Sl faw Fo g frnfiel % few e 3
RIetT Ge A F9 AT F € 3, afe® 3 381, I W@ 6 F [HgEl B
1, FES T TG I W 9| T TEid | a6 &R Rl g 98 e &g
I G f3RIY e 3 S o o orlian a9 i @l HUsEy W, T W
SRR T 3 ST AT T TTETE H HUSEHA ok T F, THRT Foqur o,
RS TH B TEH ASHE, I GEIWI | dfeSr, SIgHIE, T, G,
I 1B, ERR T R g &1 i aEie aian o, el dfes o
TR, SN U T H R W GEd 90 W & O aife o a8 awmw
ISt W TEERAT & g Sidd T I E)| 34 dfdw R SR B FGe-
THOH G&T &9 9 TN & L 9, T fge@i g erenya-a=ie- /1 6 S
o, fSTeeiv T 1 ST =71 SR e
IS H 93-AaTH THTA HI

U H T H1es A = AT ST A TH, Sl I o S0 & o 3
T F Feg H TEH AT A () o el W ey, 93 3 qreanan of
Tl qu1 &9 @ dfch e ol &9 @ A Sn 91 oS H aereaa &
T 9 FR(aF qU1 aoF Qitd 2l @I, dfeh 9g % 9901 & &9 § Afeay 8§
TN & SR JHT0T Rieat (Inscriptions), GIERE]| (Copper Plate) d=n
Hiegw AREl § Iuaed Bl 39 JSEl § 98 W8 &1l & % IS F AEH A
JSUIS! AT, SAUTST [, ANfETRi, SERNI o Sk SISl 1 FE HT GET
Y A, 9-daTg ST i 3TF1 Jer|

4

Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XII, Archaeological Survey of India.
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G- % TSI H AVEH

T IR R T FLe5 T & HEwaqul o= Torea 3, f or afamdt =ne
¥ ey O U TST 911 3 SRt Wl 8 Ghd 21 2MEE = AR qUe &
T A % &Y U 29 Fd 9| SFa: =X 930 | gER H (9T & M, ST
e H ARG TS FATEHT & ST § I HT JTE THTE & 47|

T TEE WA (S TG FUEgL WS, TREAE TS,
NTGITEH S, TSNIEH S, feagl 2N IR Gigad e off | 370 |
FUSE, MU, 2R HTGIEH S 1 LT 2 21 T & F1s (3 7885,
925) H g2| fowag T I G gon S H TG ARG 971 & el &
FS (3. 800- 5.1102 T%) H g8 8| &R awUg § 24 S 1 Heayul YR H
3@ £l (OIS & e Rioed | S/ FiH FISH S F I &,
~ o "o ¢ Ao n S 2 e s a
fregforen Reea H W T 994 A gvmad e #1 3@ a1 &, faeagn
el 1 321 | foreag 2 %1 Ig@ 2

I T FI-BRU<eE & Gol FEGA & a8 <@, e | 3 3¢ off, eroe
TE & GavaH R &, faH qikiag 2 % G916 T@H 9 37a &1 faedd
foraRT 21 39 AT U 1 1S & ST 36 864-51 foeam=aqeE-2fRmT (Southern
Travancore) % STIEHRE FHl T TR ZNHA FAAST T-Vfegle TSN & d7
H ST G TST & &9 H T Fovieds 206 L @ A1 39 & 999 |
TS / SRS T g2 | Flags | v 8 o6t gferor-gg 1, F=gand (e
¥ fomagie dewlies # 866 60 H w fomy Afeqy 1 fmior e 7w ok ifa
T IIRERIEGH T IE di S 9w W Atyd o | 98 s g 2
o] i % TI-HY T FH-FUIEGEA A FISGL TS F (FAHGER T JM —
TREYEH 2 1 ¥ i 8, Saw 95 SEl (FRN) & STa- i & e
F1 T2 off| aEgRH e | vew % fow 95 | off, few | (qrferfosan sworvem

¥ Hultzch, E. 1983. South Indian inscriptions vol 2. New Delhi: Navrang, Rao, T. A.
Gopinatha.1908.Travancore archaeological series vol 1. Trivandrum: Dept of
Cultural publications, 1988(Reprint). 1992(Reprint). Travancore Archaeological
series vol 2 and 3. Trivandrum : Dept of Cultural publications
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ek =] O il S F 9| TEHE AR GAE - FIed H = AR
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¢ https:/ /1a800407.us.archive.org/11/items/in.ernet.dli.2015.495313 /2015.
495313.Travancore Archaeological Series_text.pdf, https:/ /velaler.com /wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/kerala-pandiya-vel-news-pdf.pdf

T S F TYOTg / qreor (Pathitrupathu) i 32 (F1= 11-20) 89 F1= § <R/

T SHIEE ARG H T 1 S A 15 Fl €9 H &l Hl T | qroeww — a9

T2F (FTA 61-70) H, T FA 61, 63 I 66 F T I ST AT IR TS W RIS

U &

A History of South India, Oxford University Press, 1955 (revised editions later).

Sastri notes: The early Cheras were closely associated with Vedic Brahmanism,

performing sacrifices and granting tax-free villages to Brahmins, later known as

brahmadeya or agrahdra settlements.
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ARG T (TS FHAC TAI-93 Falres) Sty

FREX FAT (9 T Sty O g o wieg <Rew ameE o1 =i
92, Julaee MR i Tef 1 e F1 a2 i3 TS A o9e T | fami & fou
49UTG I I SN Tt Rl i< ag B 1 STiih Gerdl 3 AF-
AT g | foeagt 2 oI GRTgasd 3 1 L9l FSaier 921 % Tstel
% F1S (2. 800-2. 1102 %) H g8 &1 39 TS § I TRART HI g T AT
Bl 1| FHRIE THT < GHeGHIS] THF WAL FHied Hl To1 1| T8 38 1 AN
&1 8, 56 H1ed T W, [90]  FOU G % (i 21k i 9ok & 28 & 9o 2|

5 & AGIN TYg U= H T9 Foaml & oI F¥es & 9gd AN 9| 34
A H 0] e & HROT T fAqRl | A AR T % B A 5
AT H- FllSHE & ATUM, IS Fvdg Ud HHACIRT, Tl gl o

Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXXV — Copper Plate Grants of Kerala.

} HRIURY: JeTATTE e a5 | Epigraphia Indica, Vol. XXXV — Copper Plate
Grants of Kerala.

M. G. S. Narayanan, references to Nambudiri tradition based on inscriptions.
Nambudiri Veda recitation, J.F.Staal.

o e g AR o) o) ST

AATESTE SROTRES e T Fal FIaNE FHRACN | GHHS! 45
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4 g SToage 1 i U A & €9 § g0 &1 I AEeEe § Afw
ST graifei fnen 1 Ry foreere gam| 3ef & awTRi IUgfoslal 1 HRET AauER
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HEhd FIS” & T FE| 56 Ha § 38, S0, HHiET I = &
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geiiiad Tl et e foeis (2. 1931 — 1949 &) 4 Afews, IR
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* Travancore Archaeological Series, Vol. IL. ¥ SRR O ThoE | % 1 T 8 qﬁﬁﬁ-
HIHETEATIATE T |

} JerAg Y 9@H| Travancore Copper Plate Records, 18th century.

 IE-IMErEdH UFE AiGHaE STaR: | Government Orders of Swathi Thirunal period,
Travancore Records.
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¢ gqurs: EE: | Travancore State Manual, Vol. III (Archival Records), Menon, P. S.
(1878). A History of Travancore from Earliest Times. Higginbotham and Co.
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Contribution of the Vedas in the field of Mathematics

Maumita Bhattacharjee

The word 'Veda' is derived from the root vid- ‘to know'. Therefore the term Veda
itself means knowledge. Vedas are the ancient scriptures of Hinduism. Vedas are the
storehouse of knowledge. Vedas are not only a grantha but also a vast literature. These
ancient works consisting mainly of hymns of praise and poems of worship show a high
state of civilization. Indian culture, society, tradition, education system, pure sciences
etc., all these are influenced by Vedas. The Vedas are not the texts of mathematics but
mention a lot of mathematical concepts. So, it can be said that the germ of mathematics
has been found in Vedas. The Vedic seers invented mathematical, geometrical,
astronomical, botanical formulas without which the present development in various
aspects can not be imagined. Actually Veda means knowledge. But when we go through
the Vedas it is clear that it contains a lot of mathematical references in the Vedic
Samhitds, Brahmanas and Jyotisas. Vedas are four in number viz., Rgveda, Yajurveda,
Samaveda and Atharvaveda. There are four parts of each Veda-Samhitd, Brahmana,
Aranyaka and Upanisad. The Vedas and Vedangas (Siksa, Kalpa, Nirukta, Vyakarah,
Chanda and Jyotis) are primarily religious in content but embody a large amount of
astronomical and mathematical knowledge.

The Sanskrit term of mathematics is Ganita. Ganita literally means 'the science of
literature'. This term is a very ancient one and occurs in the Vedic literature. In ancient
India, Wieuse. mathematics was considered to be the mother of all sciences. Ganita has
been considered a very important subject since ancient times. Many references related to
Ganita have been found in the Vedas. The book entitled Vedanga - Jyotisa has
mentioned the importance of mathematics as follows —

yathda Sikha mayiranam naganam manayo yathd |
tadvad vedangasastranam ganita murdhni sthitan |1!

This mantra can be defined thus - as the crests (sikha) of a peacock and jewel-stone
of a snake are placed at the highest place of body (head), similarly position of
mathematics is highest among the Vedanga Sastras.

There are many references in the Vedas from where it can be known that
mathematical ideas started from that ancient period. A new orientation had indeed set in
the latter part of the Vedic age. There is a story in the Chandogya Upanigsad whose value

! Sarma, K.V., Vedanga Jyotisa of Lagadha, Part A, p.27
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in support of our view cannot be over-estimated. A dialogue has been found between
Narada and Sanatkumara. According to this story once upon a time Ndrada approached
the sage Sanatkumara for Brahmavidya or supreme knowledge. Sanatkumara asked
Narada to state what sciences and arts he had already studied. Then Narada told him the
names of various sciences and arts studied by him. Then Narada told the sage that he
already read the Rgveda, the Yajurveda, the Atharvaveda, the Itihasa, Purana, Rasividya,
Science of Spirit, Archery, Astronomy etc. !

A lot of references have been found in Vedic literature. In this paper I am trying to
mention some mathematical ideas found in Vedas.
¢ Mention of the digit 810:

Sayandcarya mentions the digit eight hundred and ten (810) for the first time in a
Rgvedic mantra. The mantra runs thus —

indro dadhico asthabhirvytranyapratiskutah |
jaghana navatirnava I&

Sayanacarya construes the term nayatirnava as navatirnava navasarnkhyaka
navatirda$ ottarastayatasamkhyakah I° From his commentary it can be understood that
here 90 x 9 = 810. Dasottarastasatasarkhyakah means eight hundred and ten.
¢ Mode of expression in the Rgveda :

For the sake of metrical facility, the large numbers are expressed in additive
method. An expression of 3339 has been found in the Rgveda.*

*  Vedic references to fractions :

In the Vedic literature, ardha, pada, Sapha, kala, dasabhaga 1/10 etc., fractions had
been found. In the Rgveda, a reference to fraction has been mentioned in a mantra of the
Purusa Stkta for the first time. The mantra is given below —

etavanasya mahimato jyayamsca piurusah |
pado’sya visva bhiitani tripadasyamotam divi I1°

B. B. Chaubey defines the terms pada as 1/4 and tripada as 3/4 . The Maitrayani
Samhite'l,7 indicates the knowledge of fractions in the ancient time. Kala, kusta, $apha
etc., term has been mentioned in this Samhita. Dharma Deva Mehta says in his book

Chandogyopanisad., 7.1.1-2

Rgveda, 1.84.13

Sayana's commentary on Rgveda, 1.84.13

trini sata trT sahasranyagnim irim$acca deva nava saparyan |

auksanglirtairastrman barhirasma tididdhotaram nyasadayanta Il Rgveda, 10.52.6

5 1Ibid., 10.90.3

% Chaubey, B.B., The New Vedic Selection, Part. II, p.448-449

... kalaya te krinani, kustaya te krinani saphena te krinani Il Maitrayani Samhita, 3.7.7

E N
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entitled Some positive sciences in the Vedas that the term 'kala is 1/6 kusta means 1/2
and $apha means 1/8."

From these references it is clear that the modern decimal place value notation was
known in India in the 4th century before the Christian era. Paying a tribute to Indian
genius, a great scientist named Pierre-Simon Marquis de Laplace says- how grateful we
should be to the Hindus who discovered this great decimal system that did not occur to
the minds of such mighty mathematicians as Archimedes and Apollonius.

In the Vajasaneyisamhita,” a list of the names pertaining to the numbers has come
into light. The list is given below —

eka (1)

dasa (10)

sata (100)

sahasra (1,000)

ayuta (10,000)

niyuta (100,000)
prayuta (1000000)
arbuda (10000000)
nyarbuda (100000000)
samudra (1000000000)
madhya (10000000000)
anta (100000000000)
parardha (1000000000000)

Mahidhara, the Vedic commentator remarks that ekaekatvasamkhyavisista sa
dasagunita dasasamkhyamapadyate | sa dasagunita $atam bhavati > It means number 1
x 10 = 10, 10 x 10 = 100. In this way he showed all these numbers multiply (x) with
10. Such as 100 x 10 = 1000, 1000 x 10 = 10000, 10000 x 10 = 100000 etc.*

The same list occurs in the Taittirfya Samhita.’ The Maitrayani Samhita' mentions
almost the same list as the Va@jasaneyisarhita. The Maitrayani Samhita mentions ayuta

Mehta, D.D., Some positive sciences in the Vedas, book. II, p. 24

ima me agna istaka dhenavah santveka ca dasa ca dasa ca satarh ca $atarh ca sahasrarh ca sahasram
cayutarh cayutarh ca niyutarh ca niyutam ca prayutarh carbudarh ca nyarbudam ca samudrasca
madhyarm cantasca parardhancaita me... | Vajasaneyisarhhita, 17.2

Mahidhara's commentary on V3ajasaneyisamhitd, 17.2

$atam dasagunitam sahasram bhavati sahasram dasagunitamayutam bhavati ayutam

dasagunita niyutam bhavati niyutarn dasagunitarh prayuta bhavati prayutam laksadasakam
prayutam daraguna kot ih / kotirdasaguna arbudam... | Ibid., 17.2

3 Taittirlya Samhita, 7.2.20.1
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then prayuta and then again ayuta and thereafter nyarbuda, samudra, madhya etc. In the
Kathaka Samhital”® the same list with slight difference has been found. Here, niyuta and
prayuta change their places. 19,29,39,49 etc., numbers offer us instances of the use of
the subtractive principle in the spoken language. In the Vedic period, the terms ekanna-
vims$ati (one less twenty) and ekanna-catvarims$at (one less forty) were used for nineteen
and thirty-nine respectively.® In later times (Siitra period) the term ekanna was changed
to ekona and occasionally even the prefix eka was deleted and ina-vim$ati, ina-trims$at
etc., forms have been got which are used upto the present day. The alternative
expressions navadasa, 4 navavimsati > etc., were also sometimes used. From these
references it is clear that people got the idea of addition and subtraction from the Vedic
period.

The idea of writing numbers has been found in a reference of the Rgveda. Here, it
is stated that — sahasrarh me dadato astakarnyah 11® R.T.H. Griffith defines this mantra
as ‘gave me a thousand cows on whose ears the number eight was written.’ But
Sayanacarya explains the term astakarnyah in a different way. He remarks that, —
astakarnyah as vistytakarnah 1® It means the cows whose ears are expanded.

In the 18™ chapter of the Vajasaneyisamhita, there is a mantra where we have
found the odd numbers i.e., one, three, five, seven, nine, eleven, thirteen, fifteen,
seventeen, nineteen, twenty one, twenty-three, twenty-five, twenty-seven, twenty-nine,
thirty-one, thirtytirea’ According to Mahidhara, this mantra is described as odd homa
mantra. ' And in another of the same chapter of the Vajasaneyisamhita the even
numbers i.e., four, eight twelve Sixteel etc, have been showed. The mantra runs thus--
catasransca me 'stau ca me stau ca me dvadasa ca me dvadasa ca me sodasa ca me
sodasa ca me vimsatiSca me vimisatisco me caturvimsatisca me caturvimsatisca
me stavimsatisca me...||''! Here in the commentary of this mantra Uvata and Mahidhara
remark that yugmato juhoti I'> It means this mantra is used as even homa mantra. From

.. eka ca $atam ca, $atam ca sahasram ca, sahasrarh ca cayutarh ca 'yutarh ca prayutam ca,
prayutarh cayutarh ca ... | Maitrayani Sarhhita, 2.8.14

2 Ka! haka Samhita, 17.10

3 Taittiriya Samhita, 7.2.11.1-41

adustrivrdbhantah  pancadaso  vyoma  saptadasa  dharuna  ekavim$ah..  navadaso...
Vajasaneyisamhita, 14.23 ; Taittiriya Samhita, 7.2.11.,

5 Vajasaneyisarnhita, 14.31

6 Rgveda, 10.62.7

7 Griffith, R.T.H., The Hymns of the Rgveda, p.452

8  Sayana's commentary on Rgveda, 10.62.7

9 Vajasaneyisam hita, 18.24

ayugmastomahomartha mantrah | Mahidhara's commentary on V3ajasaneyisarhhita, 18.24

T Tbid., 18.25

Uvata and Mahidhara's commentary on V3ajasaneyisarhhita 18.25
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their commentaries it is clear that the idea of yugma and ayugma came to light at that
ancient time.

There is a mantra in the Atharvaveda, where the numbers (digit) 1 to 10 have been
mentioned.! In another mantra of the Atharvaveda, some numeral names such as 99, 88,
77 etc., have been seen.” R.T.H. Griffith translates this Atharvavedic mantra as—“Thy
ninety nine examiners, O Night, who look upon mankind. Eighty and eight in number or
seven and seventy are they. Sixty and six, O opulent, fclty and five, O happy one, Forty
and four and thirty-three are they, O thou enriched with spoil."?* The term $ata (100),
sahasram (1000), ayutam (10000), nyarbudam (100000000) also have been found in the
Atharvaveda also.*

The description of the construction of the fire altar found in Satapatha Brahmana
and Stlbasttras might have contributed towards the idea of geometry.

The Vedic metres are denoted by numerical numbers. In the Vedic literature there
are several metres. But it is not possible to mention the list of all Vedic chandas within a
short period of time. A list of first 7 chandas are given below - gayatrT - 24, usnik - 28,
anustup - 32, brhati - 36, pankti - 40, tristup - 44, jagati - 48.

From the above discussion it can be concluded that Vedas are rich in culture,
literature, society, tradition, social sciences, pure sciences, spirituality etc. The seed of
mathematics, geometry, ayurveda, medical science etc., has been found in Vedas.
Without the help of the mathematical, astronomical, botanical formulas which are found
in the Vedas, the present development in various sides can not be imagined. The Vedic
civilization which originated in India bears literary evidence of Indian culture, literature,
astronomy and mathematics. So, in simple words it can be said that Vedas are the source
of knowledge.

Maumita Bhattacharjee
Research scholar Department of Sanskrit

Guwhati University, Guwhati

ya etam devamekavrtarh veda | na dvitlyo na tritya$caturtho napyucyate... na pancamo na sasthah
saptamo napyucyate... nastamo na navamo dasamo napyucyate - Atharvaveda, 13.5.2-5

ye te ratri nr caksso drastaro navatirnava | asitih santyasta uto te sapta saptati Il sastisca sat ca revati
pancasat panca sumnayi catvarascatvarimsacca trayastrinsacca vajini Il dvau ca te vim$atisca te
rutryekadasavamah | Ibid, 19.47.3-4

3 Griffith, R.T.H., The Hymns of the Atharvaveda, Vol.II, p. 304

brhat le jilam brhat indra $tra sahasrarghasya Sataviryasya tena sata msahasramayutan nyarbudam
jaghana $akro dasytinamabhidhaya senaya Il - Atharvaveda, 8.8.7
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Anukramani literature of the Vedas : A Note

Dr. Jagadish Sarma

The word Veda signifies a holy or secret knowledge. The Vedas are also known as
sruti, that which is 'heard' or 'revealed' and @mnaya, that which has come down by
tradition. The traditional scriptures of India consist of the four Vedas, viz. Rgveda,
Yajurveda, samaveda and Atharvaveda; and the exegetical texts, the Vedangas which are
six, Viz. Siksﬁ, Kalpa, Vyakarana, Nirukia, Chanda and Jyotisa; and their four
supplements, viz. Purana, Nyaya, Mimarisi and Dharmasastra.'

Veda as the oldest Indian and at the same time, the oldest Indo-European literary
work, acquired a prominent place in the history of world literature. Veda or Vedic
literature consists of three different classes of literary works. These classes are Veda,
Vedidnga and Upanga. The first type of literary works, i.e. Veda represented by four
types of literary documents, viz. Sashitds, Brahmanas, Aranyakas and Upanisads. These
classes belongs a good numbers of separate works, of which some have been preserved
and some have been lost. The Sambhitas are the collections of mantras, benedictions etc.
The Brahmanas are the voluminous prose text, contains sacrificial matter, mystical
significance of the separate sacrificial rites and ceremonies. The Aranyakas or forest
texts and Upanisads or secret doctrines are partly included in the Brahmanas but they are
treated as the independent works. These works contain the world and the mankind,
essence of soul, realization the self, knowledge of the ultimate reality etc.

Veda, comprising of both Sarhhita and the Brahmana,” is expected that they should
be studied with the help of the Vedangas. The word Vedanga signifies a particular type
or class of literature which rendered a great help to the understanding the Vedas
properly. These six Vedangas are - Siksa, Kalpa, Vyakarana, Nirukta, Chandas and
Jyotisa. In the Paniniyasiksa, a famous verse is found where it is stated that the chandas
is said to be the two feet of the Veda purusa, the kalpa as the two hands, the movement
of the luminaries, i.e. jyotisa as the eye, the nirukta as the ear, the $iksa as the nose and

! angani veda$ctvaro mimarmsa nyayavistarah |
puranarh dharmasastrafica vidya hyetasturdasa Il Visnupuranam, 3.6.28

2 mantrabrahnayorvedanamadheyam | Apastamvayajfiaparibhasa, 31
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the vyakarana as the mouth. A person having learnt the Veda along with these limbs
(angas) is celebrated in the Brahmaloka.'

These six Vedangas are most essentially required for understanding the Vedas. The
first thing for studying the Veda is phonetics and without having knowledge of Vedic
phonetics it is impossible to recite the mantras. The class of literature which deals with
Vedic phonetics is called Siksa. In the Brahmanical period, the Vedic sacrifice had
developed and the Vedic mantras had started to be employed in the performance of
Vedic rituals. Give a systematic account of Vedic rituals; a class of literature has been
composed by the name of Kalpasiitras. Another class of literature which helps to
understand the nature of Vedic language by dealing with its various elements, e.g. ndma,
akhyata etc. is called Vyakarana. To know the Vedic vocables and the interpretation by
tracing the roots of the Vedic words, a class of literature, called Nirukta, was composed.
To impart correct knowledge of the metrical composition a special class of literature
known as Chandas was composed. Each of Vedic rites was performed on as auspicious
occasion. The knowledge of the auspicious and appropriate time is most essential for
successful completion of a specific ritual. To deal with this necessity a class of literature
namely Jyotisa was composed.

For proper understanding the real meaning of the Veda particularly the Sarhhitas,
the Vedic ancillary texts played a vital role which is hardly need to emphasis. The
Brhaddevata tells that he who learn or use the Vedic mantras without knowing its seer,
metre, devati and viniyoga, he ultimately became a sinner.” These texts includes the
Anukramanis, the Brhaddevata, the Sarvanukramani, the Rgvidhanam, the
Padavidhanam, the Caranavyuhasiitram, the Nitimafjari, the Kalpanupadasiitram, the
Upagranthasiitram, the Anupadasiitram, the Nidanasitram, the Upanidanasiitram, the
Laghu-rktantrasangraha, Brhatsarvanukramani etc. These literatures help a person to
know the proper intension of the mantras as well as practice the mantras in the truthful
manner.

Among the ancillary texts of the Vedas, the Anukramani literature occupied a pre
eminent position in determining the various aspects of the Samhitas. The Anukramanis
are the catalogues, lists, indexes which give the contents of the Vedic Sarhhitas with
regard to the different items. Ghate states that, the Anukramani or systematic indices to

chandah padou tu vedasya hastou kalpo'tha pathyeta

jyotisamayanarh caksurniruktam $rotramucyate

$iksa ghranam tu vedasya mukharm vyékaranas smrtam

tasmat sangamadhityaiva bramaloke mahiyate || Paniniyasiksa, 41-42

aviditva rsith chando daivatam yogameva ca |

yo'dhyapayejjapedvapi papiyaiijayate tu sah Il Brhaddevata, 8.99
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various portions of the ancient Vedic literature . According to Weber, the Anukramants,
a peculiar class of works, which adhering to the order of each Sarnhitd, assigns a poet, a
metre, and a deity to each prayer. They may therefore, perhaps belong to a later period
than most of the sutras, to a time when the text of each Sarhhitd was already extant in its
final form, and distributed as we there find it into larger and smaller sections for the
better regulation of its study.’

Among the authors of the Anukramanis, the name of the two writers comes to our
mind first. The two authors are-Saunaka and Kityayana. Sadgurusisya, author of the
Vedarthadipika, a commentary on Kityayana's Rgveda Sarvanukramani, opines that ten
books are said to be written by Saunaka for preservation of the Rgveda. They are
1. Arsanukramani, 2. Chandanukramani, 3. Devatinukramani, 4. Anuvakanukramani,
5. Siktanukramani, 6. Rgvidhana, 7. Piddavidhana, 8. Brhaddevata, 9. Rgveda-
Pratisakhya and 10. Saunaka smrti.>

First of all a sketch of Anukramanis are giving bellow:

Arsanukramani: This work composed by Saunaka. It is a small treatise which is
divided into ten mandalas. Here, a description of the seers of all the ten mandalas and
their chronology are found. The book is composed with three hundred $lokas. Some of
the Rgvedic risis are - Vaisvamitra Madhuccdanda, Medhitithi Kanva, Angirasa
Hiranyastupa, Kutsa, Dirghatama etc.

Chando'nukramani: The work is divided into ten mandalas and it provides
information about the metres presenting in all the ten mandalas of the Rgveda. The
author of this book is $aunaka. In the Vedas seven metres are found, viz. gayatri, usnik,
anustuv, brhati, pankti, tristuv and jagati. Regarding the number of metres a verse may
be cited here —

ekapaficasadrgvede gayatryah $akaleyake |

sahasradvitayarn caiva catvaryeva satani tu |l

evas dasa sahasrani sitanar tu catustayam |
rcamavyadhikamakhyatamrsibhistatvadarsivih I1*

Devatatanukramani: Saunaka explains in the work in details regarding deities
invoked in the Rgvedic hymns and mantras.

I Ghate's Lecture on Rgveda, p. 56

2 Weber, A., The History of Indian Literature, p. 144

3 Sadgurusisya on the Vedarthadipika, a commentary on Sarvanukramani of Katyayana

4 Chandasankhya, Kgveda, published by The Maharaja Saheb Sri Govinda Deekshithar Punya
Smarana Samithi, p.829
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Anuvakanukramani: The work of Saunaka contains 45 verses. According to the
text the Rgveda contains 85 anuvakas, 1017 suktas, 2006 vargas and 10580 mantras'. In
the first sloka, Saunaka eulogizes the lord Ganesa thus —

sarvas karma saphalam yatra tuste’tuste na kimcittamahan namami |
vinayakar girirajendraputrimahesvarapriyasinum ghrnambdhim ||
Siiktanukramani: Saunaka's Siiktanukramani deals with and informs about the
stktas (hymns) of the Rgveda.

After Saunaka, Kityayana can be assigned an important position as an
Anukramikiras. The Sarvanukramani of the Rgveda, composed by Katyayana is one of
the most popular texts of the Vedic literature. The work is extremely valuable as well as
indispensable for the knowledge of all important topics connected with the Rgveda. It is
composed as an aphoristic style. M. Winternitz terms this book as the 'catalogue of all
things' for the Rgveda.” The work gives, in the form of sutras, the first words of every
hymns, then the number of mantras, the name and family of the rsis to whom the siikta is
ascribed, the name of the deities to whom the single mantra is address and lastly the
metre or metres in which the hymn is ascribed. For example —

agninnava madhucchanda vaisvamitrah.’

The Sarvanukramani is arranged with ten mandalas and in the beginning a
paribhasi khanda is attached. In the paribhidsa, he has given the definition of the rsi etc.
in the following pattern yasya vakyail sa rsih/ ya tenocyate sa devata/
yadaksaraparimanafi tacchandah/arthepsava rsayo devataschandobhirupadhavan).........
gayatrusniganustubbrhatipamktitristubjagatyatijagatiSakvaryatiSakvaryastyatyasti
dhrtyatidhrtayah/*

The author Kétyayana seems to be no other than the author of Katyana-Srauta-Sutra
of Sukla-Yajurveda. He is also said to be the author of Sukla-Yajuh-Sarvinukrama-
Sttra. Scholars think that the famous grammarian Katyayana, who composed the
Virtikas, is a different person. Western scholar A.A.Macdonell places Katyayana, the

rgvedastyo dvadasako’nuvakascatvarimsacchésa ittheti cdsmin....

etatsahasram dasa sapta caivaststavato vaskalake'dhikani.....

varganas tu sahasre dve sarmkhyate ca sad’uttare......

rcarh dasa sahasrani rcam paiicasatani ca/rcamasitih padasca paranah samprakirtitam ||
Anuvakanukramani, 31,35,38,83

2 Winternitz, M., A History of Indian literature, p. 250

Sarvanukramani, Mandala, 1

Sarvanukramani, Paribhasa, 4-7
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author of the Sarvanukramani about the middle of the fourth century B.C.! According to
Prof. Baladeva Upadhyaya, Katyayana flourished in the eighth century B.C.2

There is another Anukramani work on Rgveda is found which is known as
Rgvedanukramani of Madhava Bhatta. This work provides the same information
regarding the Rgveda as given by the Sarvanukramani. It is in the verse form and seems
not to be an independent work, which is a collection of relevant portions from the
Rgveda-bhisya of Madhava Bhatta.

Among the other Anukramani works, the Sukla-Yajurveda-Sarvanukrama Sutra is a

remarkable one which is attached to the Sukla-Yajurveda. Katyayana is the author of
this work. It comprises five chapters and provides the valuable information about the
deities, the Seers and the metre of the Madhyandina Samhita of the Sukla-Yajurveda-
Samhita. It also included an exhaustive exposition of the chandas and the prescription of
various yagas. In the context of the Krsna-Yajurveda, one Yajusa-Sarvanukramani is
found which is ascribed to Yaska. This work provides the information regarding the
deities, seers and metres of the Black Yajurveda. Regarding the Atharvedic Anukramani,
one notable text has been found known as Atharvaveda- Brhat-Sarvanukramanika. Here,
the information about the metres, the seers and the deities of every sukta occurring in the
each kanda of the Atharvaveda has been found. This work divided into twenty kandas as
per the Atharvaveda. In the Samaveda, a lot numbers of works are found, which serves
the purpose of Anukramani. Some works are Kalpa’nupadasutram, Upagranthasutram,
Anupadasutram, Nidanasutram, Upanidanasutram.

Among the other ancillary text of the Vedas the following are very famous:

Rgvidhana: The Rgvidhana is the work of Saunaka. It consists of 483 verses. The
book describes the various gains one might get by reciting a particular sukta, varga, pada
or mantra of the Rgveda. Here, it is said that —

srnudhvam siisurah sarve viSvisena samahitah |
suktanarm yatphalarh proktam varganam tacchtottaram ||
varganam yatphalam proktam mantranam tacchatottaram |
mantranam yatphalam proktam piadinam tacchatottaram I°
Padavidhana: The Padavidhana is small work of Saunaka, is an index of the
Rgvedic words.
Brhaddevatia: The Brhaddevata is a metrical works of Saunaka and is an enlarged
catalogue of the gods worshipped in the separate hymns of the Rgveda. It is divided into

I Macdonall (ed) Sarvanukramani, preface, viii

2 Upadhyaya, Baladeva, Samskrit Sahitya ka itihasa, p. 365
3 Rgvidanam, 9-10
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eight chapters with 1200 verses. In this work discussion has been found regarding
characteristic features of the gods, their place and other related information. It also
contains the myths and legends referring to the gods. In this work, every chapter
comprises with some vargas containing five verses. In the first fifteen vargas included in
the first and second chapter, the author tried to give an introduction delineating with the
importance of the book. Weber mentions that this work is of tolerably late origin, as it
chiefly follows Yaska's Nirukta, and probably therefore only belongs to Saunaka in the
sense of having proceeded from his school.! M.Winternitz views that 'for it contains also
myths and legends referring to these deities, and is therefore at the same time an
important work from the point of view of Indian narrative literature. The Brhaddevata is
obviously one of the earliest Indian narrative works, for its metres, the tristubh as well as
sloka, occupy a middle position in point of time between Vedic and epic metre; and
furthermore, those legends which are common to the Brhaddevata and the
Mahabharata.">

Caranavyiihasiitram: This work also ascribed to saunaka contains five chapters,
viz. Rgvedakhanda, Yajurvedakhanda, Samavedakhanda, Atharvavedakhanda and
Phalasrutikhanda. It gives the information about the various sakhas of the Rgveda, the
Yajurveda, the Samaveda and the Atharvaveda.

Nitimaifijari: The author of this book is Dya Dviveda of Gujarat. This text is full of
interesting moralizations depicted by the legends referred to in the Rgveda. These
legends are based on the Sayana-bhasya, the Brhaddevata and the Vedartha dipika of
Sadgurusisya. The book serves as an ancillary text of the Rgveda and renders the service
in understanding the real nature of Sarhita.

Thus, it may be concluded that for proper understanding the Vedic mantras, the
ancillary texts particularly the Anukramanais played an outstanding role. Like
Vedangas, without the help of Anukramants, intention of the Vedic mantras could not be
properly determined.

Dr. Jagadish Sarma
Asst. Professor, Dept. of Sanskrit,
Gauhati University

I Weber, A., The History of Indian Literature , p. 62
2 Winternitz, M., History of Indian Literature, p. 250
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1. Introduction:

The ancient Indian medical science is called Ayurveda. It has vast importance in
our dayto-day life. The history of medicine or Ayurveda dates back perhaps to the origin
of mankind, but the records of prehistoric events are not available to us. The earliest
textual evidence of Indian medicine is primarily the Atharvaveda and to some extent the
Rgveda, Caraka, Susruta, Vigbhata etc. physicians and medico-men, later on developed,
systematised and gave an everlasting concrete form to the Indian medicine, in the form
of Ayurveda- 'the knowledge of life.

The Ayurveda is recognised as a upanga of the Atharvaveda. The source of
Ayurveda or Medical Science is the fourth veda i.e. Atharvaveda,which is also known as
Atharvangirasaveda. The Atharvaveda has some special features because of which it
stands a little apart from the other three vedas, especially the Rgveda. The topics discuss
in the Ayurveda are from the Atharvaveda. Ayurveda is all and everything of the
Atharvaveda (atharvavedasya sarvasvam dyurvedam).

2. Ayurveda and its contents in brief:
The word Ayurveda is derived from the Sanskrit word‘ayuh' (life) and 'veda'

(knowledge). So, Ayurveda means the knowledge or science of life. Caraka Sambhita
further defines Ayurveda as:

hitahitamsukhamdukhan ayustasyah hitahitam /
manam ca tacca yatroktam ayurvedah sa uccyate /'

Ayurveda deals with good and bad life (ayu), and happy and unhappy life (ayu). It
explains what promotes health and what affects health adversely. It also deals with what
affects life expectancy and quality of the life.

The science of medicine is also called Vaidyasastra, the science of the doctor par
excellence. Ayurveda, the Veda for (lengthening of) the span of life, that is considered
an uparga (subsidiary) to the Atharvaveda. According to tradition Ayurveda originally
consisted of eight parts (astanga), in which major surgery (salya), minor surgery
(Salakya), treatment of diseases of the body ( kayacikitsd), demonology or teachings on
the diseases caused by demons (bhitavidya), healing of diseases of children
(kaumarabhrtya), toxicology (agadatantra), elixir (rasayana) and aphro disease
(vajikarana).

1 Caraka Samhita, 1.41
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3. Origin and development of Ayurveda:

The beginning of medical sciences goes back to the age of the ancient holy books
i.e. the vedas. In the magical strophes of the Atharvaveda and in the magical rites of
ritualistic literature described in particular in the KauS$ikasttra, belonging to the
Atharvaveda, we find the early beginnings of an art of healing and of a knowledge of
healing herbs. As in other countries, so in India too, the magic-doctors were the first
physicians. And this association with magical craft is still not wholly forgotten in India.
Even til recent days we find in scientific medicinal treatises demons being mentioned as
promoters of diseases and charms being prescribed as remedies. Further even in the
Vedic texts we find the beginning of a science of anatomy, of an embryology and of a
hygiene. In the Satapatha-Brahmana (X and XII) and in the Atharvaveda (X, 2) we find
an accurate enumeration of bones of the human-skeleton.'

Like other sciences, medicine too has a divine origin. It was created by Brahman,
and one after the other it went to Prajapati, Asvins and Indra, and it was transmitted by
these gods to the sages (rsis), who then passed down different aspects of this knowledge
to their students. Among the ancient scholars, who are named by tradition in this
connection, are those like Atreya, Harita, Kasyapa, Agnives$a, Bheda. They might have
been individual authors of treatises on medicine whose writings are lost to us?. In
particular Atreya or Krsna Atreya is mentioned as the first teacher of the science of
healing.

Frequently references to the Indian system of medicine in old Buddhist literature
also proves its high antiquity. In Buddhist legends we meet with the boy-physician
Jivaka, who studied medicine under Atreya and was an expert on children's diseases. It
is probable that the famous "four noble truths” of the science of medicine may be going
back to him. The Vinayapitaka and some other texts show a wide knowledge of
elementary medicine, surgical instruments, the use of hot baths and so forth.?

3.1 Bower Manuscripts:

The oldest dated medical texts that have come down to us in the Bower-
manuscripts were written by Buddhist authors.* These are old Indian manuscripts written
in incorrect Sanskrit mixed with Prakrit that were found by British Lt. H. Bower in the
year 1890 in a Buddhist stipa in Kutcha in Kashgar (Chinese Turkistan)’. On
palaeographical grounds these manuscripts are considered to be of the second half of the

A.F.R. Hoernle, Studies in the Medicine of Ancient India, Part I: Osteology 104 ft., 109 ff.
Bhedasanhita, see below, p. 630

Mahavagga VI, 1-14; Majjhimanikaya, 101 and 105

The Bower Manuscripts ,Facsimile Leaves, Nagari Transcript, Romanised Transliteration and
English Translation with Notes, ed. by A.F, Rud. Hoernle, Calcutta 1893-1912 .

3 Hoernle, The Bower Manuscript ( 1914).

E N
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fourth century A.D. Of the seven texts contained in them, there are three that deal with
topics concerning medicine. One of these texts is on the origin of garlic ( lasuna ) that
cures several diseases and may let life last up to one hundred years, on digestion, on an
elixir for span of life of one thousand years, on proper way of mixing of ingredients, on
remedies that make one strong, on eye-lotions, ophthalmic ointments, etc.

3.2 Caraka Sambhita:

Caraka is one of the “three ancients” of medicinal literature: Caraka, Susruta and
Viégbhata. Under these three names we possess Sambhitds, great compendia of medicine,
that in all probability go back to some Tantra and Kalpa literature that is now lost to us
and in which certain topics of medical science were treated.

The oldest of the extent Sambhitds on the Ayurveda is ascribed to Caraka, who
according to tradition was the physician of king Kaniska of Kusana dynasty, whose wife
he helped in a critical case.! The Carakasarihitd of Caraka, according to its own
testimony, is not an original work, but merely an adaptation of a Tantra by Agnivesa, a
disciple of Punarvasu Atreya and a fellow student of Bheda or Bhela. The
Carakasarnhita is closely connected with the little known Bhedasarnhiti.? The text of the
Carakasdmhita, in its present form, appears to be the result of the revision by one
Drdhabala, son of Kapilabala, who admits to having added the last two chapters and to
having written 17 out of 30 chapters of the 6" book.

The Carakasamhita consists of 8 chapters ( sthanas ) :

1. Sitrasthana, deals with remedies, diet, duties of a physician etc.

2. Nidanasthana, is concerned with the eight chief diseases.

3. Vimanasthana which deals with general pathology and medical studies. It also
contais regulations for the conduct of the newly fledged students.

4. Sarirasthana deals with anatomy and embryology.

5. Indriyasthana deals with diagnosis and prognosis.

6. Cikitsasthana which deals with special therapy.

7. Kalpa-sthana and 8. Siddhanta-sthana. These two deal with general therapy.

The Carakasamhitd is in prose mixed with verses. Caraka is assigned by some
scholars to 2nd or 1st century B.C. The oldest extant commentary on the Carakasarhhita
is the one by Cakrapanidatta of the 11" century A.D. The name of the commentary of
Cakrapanidatta is Ayurvedadipika as well as Carakatatparyatika.

I Cf. Takakusu, 1- tsing, pp. 130 ff., 222 ff.
2 Hoernle, Osteology, p. 37
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3.3 Susruta Samhita:

Another famous Indian medical treatise is the Susruta-Samhita of Susruta, that
likewise is written in verses mixed up with prose, which is also known as Ayurveda-
prakasa. Susruta is equally famous with Caraka, and he is named with Atrya and Harita
in the Bower Manuscript, while the Mahabharata' represents him to be a son of
Vis§vamitra, and Nagarjuna is credited with having worked over his text. Moreover, like
Caraka, he won fame beyond India, for in the ninth and tenth centuries he was renowned
both in Combodia in the east and Arabia in the west.

Susruta-Sambhita is divided into sections called sthanas. Following are the sections
of the Susruta-sarhhida.

I.  Sutrasthana - It deals with general questions and contains a list of the teachers
of Susruta.

II. Nidanasthana- It deals with pathology.

III. Sérirasthana- It deals with anatomy and embryology.
IV. Cikitsdsthana- It is on therapy.

V. Kalpasthana - It is on toxicology

The concluding part forms the Uttaratantra “the supplementary book', that was
added early. It is devoted to eye-diseases and to topics not mentioned in the old part.

The oldest commentaries on the Susruta-Samhita written by Jaiyyata and Gayaddsa
have not come down to us. Of the available commentaries the oldest are the Bhanumati
of Cakrapanidatta and the Nibandhasamgraha of Dallana of the 11" and 12" centuries
respectively

There are other two famous works on Ayurveda that go under the name of
Vigbhata, namely Astingasamgraha, “Compilation of the Eight Parts of medical
science” and Astangahrdayasamhitd “Compendium of the essentials of the Eight Parts of
medical science”. In respect of form the Astargasarngraha, that is written in mixture of
prose and verses, is older than the Astangahrdayasanhita, that is written only in verses.
In respect of the subject-matter as well the former work is older of the two. The
quotations in later-day medical treatices appear to refer to the former as “Vrddha-
Viégbhata”, while the second one is simply called Vagbhata.

4. Reference to Medicine in Vedic Literature:

In Vedic literature there occur a number of references to diseases and their cure.
Several of the hymns of the Rgveda (RV) consists mantra-s which are to be recited
during the application of medicines or are addressed to curative herbs or the deities who
are supposed to cause or cure diseases. The mantra-s of this nature occur in a greater

! Mahabharata XIII. 4. 55
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measure in the Atharvaveda (AV) for which reason Atharvan mantras in general are

called “medicine, bhesajam va atharvanani.'

A point to note in this connection, is that the Vedas are not textbooks on medicine
nor, for that matter, of any material discipline. Rather, they are compilations (sarmbhita)
formed, at some period of time, by collecting together hymns from the large floating
sage of hymns composed much earlier, on the basis of their importance. In text, in
sacrifices and prayers, poetic quality, and utility in sacrifices and prayers, or other
considerations, the compiled hymns have little mutual or topical connection whatsoever.

Mention to medicine and cure in Vedic literature are quite substantial. However, for
the reasons pointed out above, their treatment herein cannot be expected to be
descriptive, systematic, sequential or full-fledged. Naturally enough, they can also be
repetitive or cross-refer themselves. All the same, if the mentions occurring at all
different places are collected, classified and put together in some sequential order, with
duplications deleted and omissions supplied, the result would form at least a vague
picture of the Ayurvedic system in its formative period. In other words, a correlative
analysis of the diseases, drugs and methods of application as adumbrated in Vedic
hymns with the parallel forms in the Caraka and Sus$ruta Samhita-s, which would show
that the roots of later developments are well testified both in theory and practice in
Vedic literature, especially in the Atharvaveda.

4.1 Landmark References of Medicine in the Vedas:

Before taking up specific topics in medicine occuring in the Vedas and correlating
them with the developed aspects thereof in later texts like those of Caraka and Susruta,
attention might be directly to certain authoritative statements on the subject. The Susruta
Samhitd calls Ayurveda as a ‘Vedic subsidiary of the Atharvaveda’, 'tha khalu
ayurvedam nama upangam atharvavedasya. The Kasyapa Samhitd, another early text
on Atharvaveda, “Ayurvedah katham cotpanna iti........ tasmad Atharvavedam $rayati”.?
The Caraka Sambhita adduses several reasons as to why a physician should be affiliated
to the Atharvaveda, in exclusion to the other three vedas. Thus it states: 'tatra bhisaja...
caturnam Rk- Sama- Yujur- Atharva- Vedandm atmano Atharvavede bhaktir adeesya™

5. Atharvan Sages of Ayurveda:

Several sages have been mentioned in early Ayurvedic treatises as progenitors of
Ayurveda. It is instructive to note that the names of some of these sages occur in the
mantra-s of the Atharvaveda also in connection with medical herbs and cure, as would

be clear from the undermentioned citations.

Tidndya Mahabrahmana, 12.9.10

Su$ruta Samhita 1.5

Kasyapa Samhita, edn. N.S. Press, Bombay, p. 42
Caraka Samhita 30.21-22

T
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(i) Kanva, identifier of a life-healing herb
ayurdadam vipascitam $rutam Kanvasya
virudham visvabhesajim asyadrstan ni samayat/'

The life-giving, inspired, famous plant of Kanva, the all-healing one, have I

brought. May it quench this man's unseen ( maladies).'
(i1) Atri, Kanva, Jamadagni and Agastya destroyers of worms—

“Atrivad vah krimeyo harnmi Kanvavaj Jamadagnivat Agastyasya brahmana
sam pinasmy ahm krimin.”

‘Like Atri I slay you, worm is, like Kanva, like Jamadagni with the incantation of
Agastya [ mash together the wormis.'

(iii) Atharvan, Agastya, Kanva and Kasyapa destroy diseases--
‘tvaya purvam Atharvano jaghnu reksamsy osadhe tvaya jaghana Kasyapas
tvaya Kanva Agastyah." >

O herb! Through you, the Atharvan slew the demons. Earlier. O herb! Through you
Kasyapa slay. Through Kanva, Agastya (slay) (the diseases)”.

(iv) Jamadagni's recipe for growth of hair -
yam Jamadagnir aghanad duhitre kesavardhanim /
am Vitahavya abharad asitasya grhebhyah //*

'(The herb) which Jamadagni dug out for his daughter for the growth of hair, that
one Vitahavya has brought from Asita's house.'

(v) Sage Matali who brings medicine.

Sage Matali, one of the progenitors of Ayurveda, is said to have brought the
rejuvenating medicine by selling a chariot. The medicine was thrown into the waters by
Indra, and the waters are prayed to give back the medicine.

yan Matali rathakritam amritam veda bhesajam /
tad Indro apsu pravesayat tad apo datta Ahesajam //°
The immortal remedy bought by the sale of a chariot, which Matali knows, which
Indra threw into the waters, that remedy, O waters! Give ye back.
The word Atharvan which originally referred to the sagefamily and the
sagecomposer and also the sage-composer-physician came, in due course, to mean also

Atharvaveda(AV) 6.52.3

1
2 Ibid., 2.32.3
3 Ibid., 4.37.1
4 Ibid., 6.137.1
> Ibid., 11.6.23
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the medicine.! The circle came to be completed when the word bhesaja itself came to the
sage2 and the Atharvaveda began to be called Bhaisajya-veda.3

6. Ayurvedic Theories in Atharvaveda:

6.1 Tridosa theory:

The Humorial theory which postulates that three humors, Vata (Nerve force), Pitta
(Metabolism and bodily heat) and Kapha (combustion), pervade the entire Ayurvedic
system (Caraka S., 1.27.3; Susruta S., 1.21.3). Sus$ruta equates this theory in essence
with the ‘Triguna theory of the Sankhya philosophy, of sattva or being, rajas or energy
and tamas or inertia (Susruta S., 2.1-18 ; 3.1.20). A reference to the three guna-s
(Attributes) appeaes in the Atharvaveda :

pundarikam navadvaram tribhir gunebhir avrtam /
tasmin yad yaksmin yad yaksam stmanvat tad vai brahmavido viduh //*

“The lotus flower of nine doors, (viz., the human body with its nine orfices)
covered (imbued) with the three temperaments (sattva, rajas and tamas ) what soulful
prodigy is within it, that only Brahman-knowers know.'

6.2 Trivstkarana and Pancikarana:

The Ayurvedic theory of the composition of the world and the human body from
three elements ( tri-dhatu-s), viz., tejas (Agni or fire or heat), apah (water), and anna
(earth food), and that any imblance thereof would cause diseases is obviously rooted on
the theory underlaying statements in the Atharvaveda and other Vedic literature.

tridhatu sarma vahatam $ubhaspati’

‘May the lords of auspiciousness (the Asvins) bring well-being to us through the
three dhatu-s.'

The Trivrtkarana is obviously the basis of the later Pancikarana theory of Ayurveda.
6.3 Kalavada of Ayurveda:

Caraka Sanhita in its Yajjahpurusiyaparisad chapter (1.25) speak of a Kalavada,
being the theory that Kala or time is the cause of all things in the world, including
human diseases.

Kalajas iv eva purusah Kalajas tasya amayah/

Jagat kalavasam sarvam kalah sarvatra karanam /°

Cf. ye Atharvanah tad bhesajam. Gopatha Brahmana, 1.3.4

Cf, bhesajam vai devanam atharvanah. Pancavim$a Brahmana, 16.10.10
Cf. rcah samani bhesaja yajurhsi, AV 11.6.14

AV 10.8.43

Cf. Rgveda 1.34.6

Caraka S. 1.25.24

I Y N T

~129 ~



'VEDA-VIDYA' An International Refereed Research Journal

“Man is caused by time. Time determines his diseases. The entire world depends on
time. Time is the cause for everything.'

Obviously, this Kalavada is based on the Kalavada elucidated in full in two hymns
of the Atharvaveda. To cite one mantra thereform.

kala dapah samabhavan kaldd brahma tapo disah
kalenodeti siiryah kale ni viSate punah /'

"From Time originated the waters, from Time Brahman, penance and the
directions. The sun rises because of Time and sets too in Time.'
7. Origin of Diseases and Possession by Spirits:

Ayurveda asserts in many a context that diseases are caused by the anger of gods.
In order to assuage divine anger Ayurveda specifically prescribes in many cases fasts
and worship of the gods, alongside prescriptions and remedies, the practice has come
down from the Vedas, especially to Atharvaveda wherein certain disease like takman
(fever) and 4srava are considered to be due to the displeasure of specific deities, for
which remedies have been suggested through prayers which form the individual hymns.
To cite an example, the diseases takman and kasika are said to be brought about by
Rudra's weapons:

yasya takma kasika hetir ekam a$vasyeva vrsanah kranda eti/
abhiptirvam nirpayate name ast asamai //>

Of which (Rudra) the takman and kisika form the weapon like the noise of a
stallion horse, to that Rudra, leading out in succession, our homage.'

For a parallel idea in Ayurveda:
jvaram adau pravaksyami sa roganikarat smrtah/
rudra-kopagnisambhiitah sarvabhiitapratapanah/>

‘Dhanvatari said : Is shall speak at the outset about jvara (Vedic takman), the
foremost of the army of diseases. It is produced due to the wrath of Rudra and agonises
all creatures.

The Atharvaveda carries numerous instance of spirits affecting people in all sorts of
ways. In Ayurvedic treatises the subject takes up one entire branch of the discipline, VL.,
Bhitavidya or Demonology. Such diseases as unmada and apasmara are taken to have
been caused by ghosts and goblins. In the section on Kaumarabhrtya spirits which go by
the names skanda, graha, piitama and many others are supposed to affect children and
due remedies are prescribed.

1 AV 19.54.1
2 Ibid, 11.2.22
3 SusrutaS.b.39.9
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The importance given by later Ayurveda to his aspect of mediciation would be
apparent when it is noted that Susruta devotes fourteen chapters to diseases at tributed to
evil spirits. (Susruta S. 6.27-37, 60-62)

Prana and Vayu:

The prime function of Vayu (air), according to Ayurveda, is praspandana
(pulsation). Its functions are the sustainment of the body, transmission of food into the
internal organs and the maintenance of the vital breath. Susruta says:

tatra praspandana-udvahana-piirana-viveka-dharana-laksano vayuh paficadha
pravibhaktah.!

The five types of vayu are prana, udana, samana, vyana and apana -

pranoddna-samanas ca vyanas capana eva ca/
sthanasthd maruta vafica yapayanti $aririnam //>

The above enunciation goes back to the Atharvaveda which recognises only four
but obviously with similar functions :

ko asmin pranam avayat ko apanam vyanam u/
samanam asmin ko devo'dhi $iéraya piruse //°

Who wove in man breath? Who expiration and respiration? Which god attached
conspiration (samana) to man here?"
Worms and Germs:

The Atharvaveda refers, in numerous mantras, to worms and germs which manage to
enter into the human body from without, thrive in the body and cause diseases of different
sorts. The parts of the body which the worms attack are also mentioned in the Atharvaveda:

anvantryam $irsanyam atha parsteyam krimin
avaskvam vyadhvaram krimin vacasa jambhayamasi //*

The one along the entrails, the one in the head, likewise the worm in the ribs, the
avaskava, the vyadhvara — all these we grind with our mantra.'

Susruta Samhita elaborates upon the Atharvaveda statements and devotes a full
chapter (6.54) to worms and germs with the indication of their places of origin in the

human body, their propagation, the distress caused by them and the cures thereof
(Susruta S. 6.54.1- 18).

' Ibid, 1.15.3
2 Ibid, 2.1.121
3 Ay 10.2.13
4 Tbid, 2.31.3
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Seasonal Diseases:

Caraka and Susruta speak of diseases whose onslaught occures only at specific

periods in the year or which aggravate during certain seasons. In this context, Susruta says:
yasmin yasmin rtau ye ye dosdh kurvanti dehinam/
tesu tesu pradatavya rasas te te vijanata //"

He then enumerates the diseases which are liable to occur or aggravate and
indicates precautions or cures therefore. Caraka too treats the subject elaborately in ch.3
of the Cikitsasthana of his Sambhita.

Both these authors have taken the cue from the Atharvaveda which refers to this
aspect in the case of takman (fever) which can occur at any time of the year and so, is
called hayana (AV 19.39.10) but aggravates at certain seasons and is therefore called,
respectively, graismika, related to summer, varsika, related to the rains and sarada
related to autumn (AV 5.22.13).

8. Materia Medica:

The Atharvaveda makes mention of more than a hundred plants whose roots,
leaves, bark, splinters, flowers, fruits or juices have been made use in the medication
concerned. Besides the vegetable kingdom, minerals and the animal kingdoms also
contributed to the materia medica of Atharvam medicine. It is insructive to note that the
materials used as above continued to be used in later Ayurveda, of course with additions
without number.

9. Conclusion:

Ayurveda is a science which has a holistic approach to promote mental and physical
health (prevention and treatment both) and happiness, improved quality of life and
longevity. In summary, on one hand Ayurvedic concepts, even though they have existed
for thousands of years, seem very modern when we talk about basic principles of living
and life style modification as the main stay of management of illnesses. There is absolutely
no question that yogic practice with emphasis on pranayama and meditation exceed
anything that modern medicine has to offer. On the otherhand, modern medicine has gone
ahead by leaps and bounds in management of specific diseases and it's treatment.

The atharvaveda is noted to be the foundation of the Indian medical science. It is
only natural that later texts on Ayurveda make the maximum use of the medical material
available in the Atharvaveda. Indeed, the tradition of Ayurveda has been developed on
the basis of Atharvam medicine.

Kishor Deka
Subject Teacher,
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